


MACD is Awarded $8 Million

     You can do a whole lot with $8 million! The Michigan Association of
Conservation Districts (MACD), in partnership with the Michigan Forest
Association (MFA) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), knows
exactly where it is needed. This money is going to fund cost-share and
administrative support for practices that mitigate climate change and enhance
forest resilience. With a reduced cost barrier, MACD hopes that more
landowners will be able to promote and protect the health of their forests. This
funding exists though investments from the Inflation Reduction Act.

     “MACD is excited to receive this funding, which empowers us to assist
Michigan’s small and under-served landowners in adopting forestry practices
that enhance carbon sequestration,” said MACD Executive Director Rivka
Hodgekinson. The Climate Resilience Fund and the Climate Stewardship Fund
will focus on assistance for under-served landowners, offering cost-share
payments of up to 100% of their actual expenses.  Sounds like a win to us!

Forester Josh Excels!

     Being a district forester isn’t easy, and that goes double when you cover
TWO counties! Our forester, Josh Isaac, knows this well. His responsibilities
include everything from identifying and addressing a landowner’s natural
resource concerns, to performing verification visits for Qualified Forest
Program (QFP) or Tree Farm eligibility - even participating in research studies
conducted by universities or the Department of Natural Resources. On top of
all of this, he is also educating the community by performing public outreach.

     How does he do it? By keeping busy! In fact, in 2024, he was one of the
“busiest” district foresters in the state. Forester Josh was second out of all
district foresters in the state of Michigan for QFP acres verified for eligibility.
Not impressed yet? He was first in the state for QFP verifications by count! 
We are privileged to have such an effective district forester on our team!

Have a question for Forester Josh, or questions about the Qualified Forest
Program? Call (906) 774-1550 ext. 100 or email dmfapforester@gmail.com

www.macd.org



Print & mail OR order online at: www.dickinsoncd.org/shop





Dickinson Conservation District Seeks Executive Director

     The Dickinson Conservation District is excited to have begun the process of
hiring a new executive director! This position is responsible for all District
operations and reports directly to the elected Board. The director must be
proficient in financial planning and organization, effective decision making,
managing employees, and most importantly, possess an ironclad commitment
to safeguarding and promoting the natural resources in Dickinson County.

Think you’ve got what it takes? See the full description at www.dickinsoncd.org

Outgoing Executive Director Amber Butterfield: A Retrospective

     It takes a special sort of person to run a conservation district. A person with
vision, toughness, an undeniable work ethic, and a learner’s mind. Ours was
named Amber Butterfield. Amber joined the District in 2019 at, perhaps, the
most difficult time in recent history: the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. “The
District needed organization.” Amber recalls, which she achieved in spades. In
fact, the district was back on its feet and writing for new grants before the
pandemic even ended. Amber sites the two water quality grants she wrote and
was awarded (see article on next page!) as her proudest achievement.

     The Dickinson Conservation District is privileged to have had such an
effective and committed executive director. From the bottom of our hearts,
thank you, Amber!

“Trust your instincts, don’t be afraid to build upon success, and embrace
change!” - Amber Butterfield



Save Our Shores:
 Improving Shoreline Health of Inland Lakes Through Restoration and Education

Upcoming Grants in Dickinson County

     Near-shore aquatic habitat is crucially important to lake health. Human activity has caused
some areas of shoreline to become disrupted or hardscaped. Loss of shoreline habitat means
fewer shoreline aquatic plants, which means less runoff filtration, which means more pollution
makes it into the lakes. Dickinson Conservation District has partnered with Iron Baraga
Conservation District to address this issue, and 12 inland lakes located within the two
conservation districts have been selected for survey. All of the inland lakes selected are
heavily used for recreation and/or undergoing development of their shorelines.
     The survey will enable the conservation districts to identify the three sites most in need of
restoration. Educational material will be provided to stakeholders at or near the selected sites.
The third component to this grant is the actual restoration work to be performed at the
selected sites. Native plants will be restored with the goal of reestablishing the natural
filtration systems that keep inland lake water clean. Afterwards, monitoring will be conducted
to ensure success.
     Funding is being provided by WE Energies and work will begin in early 2025. Thank you, WE
Energies, for enabling us to do this important work. Thank you, Iron Baraga Conservation
District for partnering with us!

Fumee Creek Watershed Grant

     A “watershed” is an area of land that channels rainfall, snow melt, and runoff into a common
body of water. The Fumee Creek Watershed covers much of Iron Mountain, Kingsford,
Quinnesec, and Norway. In 2002, Dickinson Conservation District sampled water quality at
various sites within the watershed.
     Now that a substantial amount of time has passed, it is time to sample the same sites used
in 2002, as well as a few new sites. To this end, we will measure the temperature, dissolved
oxygen, biochemical oxygen demand (how much oxygen it takes for organic material to
decompose), nitrates, phosphates, pH, conductivity, total hardness, total suspended solids
(the amount of solid particles suspended in the water), Michigan 10 metals, low level mercury,
chloride, and E. Coli. The goal is to evaluate water quality change over time, increase public
awareness about stormwater’s impact on surface water quality, and to form partnerships with
local stakeholders to discuss water quality and stormwater impacts within the watershed. The
eventual goal is the formation of a watershed council, responsible for staying abreast of water
quality issues within the Fumee watershed.
         Funding is being provided by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE). Thank you, EGLE, for enabling us to perform this work!

Newsletter written by Andrew Finkel


